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PREFACE. 


The  author’s  design  in  the  publication  of  this  pamphlet  is  to  give 
a  brief  resume  of  Mr.  Hammond’s  four  weeks’  work  in  Harrisburg, 
and  he  is  indebted  to  the  Morning  Patriot  and  Evening  Telegraph 
for  many  of  the  facts  furnished,  some  of  which  were  furnished  by 
the  author  at  the  time  they  were  published.  We  think  the  people 
of  Harrisburg  are  indebted  to  the  editors  of  the  papers  above  men¬ 
tioned  for  the  space  which  they  gave  in  their  columns  for  the  reports 
of  the  “  Revival  Meetings,”  often  crowding  out  other  matter  to 
make  room.  These  reports  have  done  much  that  has  been  of  great 
benefit  in  promoting  the  work  in  Harrisburg. 


F.  E.  S. 


THE  REVIVAL  IN  HARRISBURG. 


INTRODUCTION. 


The  Revival  of  Religion  now  in  progress  is  one  of  the  most  re¬ 
markable  that  has  ever  visited  this  city.  For  more  than  a  year 
past  the  good  people  have  been  asking  Him  who  holds  the  hearts  of 
men  in  his  hands  to  vouchsafe  the  gift  Glod  works  by  means,  and 
has  chosen  thus  to  fulfill  His  purposes  of  love.  Acting  upon  a  sin¬ 
cere  belief  of  this  proposition,  daily  meetings  for  prayer  were  inau¬ 
gurated  by  the  Y.  M.  C.  Association  in  their  lecture  room,  which 
were  continued  for  one  week.  A  sermon  especially  addressed  to 
young  men  was  preached  from  almost  every  pulpit.  The  following 
week  services,  conducted  by  the  pastors,  were  held  in  various 
churches  alternately  every  evening,  the  interest  all  the  while  con¬ 
tinuing  to  increase,  with  an  unusual  seriousness  pervading  every 
assembly.  At  the  close  of  the  second  week,  Rev.  B.  Payson  Ham¬ 
mond,  an  Evangelist,  who  has  thousands  of  seals  to  his  ministry, 
not  only  in  America,  but  in  Europe  and  Asia,  arrived  here,  and,  on 
the  same  evening,  Mr.  Bentley  and  Mr.  Coe.  The  two  latter  gen¬ 
tlemen  were  entire  strangers  to  us,  and  but  a  very  few  of  our  citi¬ 
zens  having  ever  heard  Mr.  Hammond.  The  next  morning  (Sab¬ 
bath)  he  began  to  preach,  and  has  kept  up  the  services,  with  the 
assistants  named — morning,  noon,  and  night — ever  since.  The  in¬ 
terest  is  unabated  and  increasing  every  day. 

A  work  of  great  power  had  been  going  on  in  Ridge  Road  M.  E. 
Church  before  the  arrival  of  the  Evangelist,  and  still  continues. 
Meetings  unusual  in  numbers  and  earnestness  are  in  progress  in  the 
All-Workers’  chapel,  Yine  Street  M.  E.  Church,  Pine  Street  Pres¬ 
byterian,  and  some  other  churches.  Notwithstanding  all  these,  the 
attendance  at  the  meetings  conducted  by  the  Evangelist  is  mea¬ 
sured  only  by  the  capacity  of  the  buildings  in  which  they  are  held. 
Hundreds  go  away  every  evening  unable  to  obtain  admission.  One 


4 


The  Revival  in  Harrisburg. 


of  the  pleasantest  things  connected  with  the  movement  is  the  hearty 
co-operation  of  the  vast  majority  of  the  pastors  of  the  city.  With 
the  exception  of  a  very  few,  they  may  be  seen  in  the  meetings  help¬ 
ing  the  Evangelist,  and  afterwards  in  the  inquiry  rooms,  speaking 
to  and  counselling  with  the  awakened.  Their  harmonious  action 
has  inspired  a  similar  happy  co-operation  among  the  people.  De¬ 
nominational  names  are  forgotten,  and  men  and  women  of  every 
Protestant  church  may  be  seen  in  the  inquiry  rooms,  as  angels  of 
mercy,  anxious  only  to  bring  the  penitent  to  Christ.  Scenes  calcu¬ 
lated  to  melt  the  stoutest  heart  may  be  witnessed  every  day  and 
evening.  That  it  is  the  work  of  God  is  patent  to  every  unpreju¬ 
diced  mind,  and  we  doubt  not  that  hundreds  of  families  have  been 
led  gratefully  to  acknowledge  the  blessed  change  wrought  in  their 
condition  and  prospects  in  relation  to  the  world  to  come.  Another 
remarkable  feature  is  the  hold  it  has  taken  upon  the  children  and 
youth.  The  mind  is  bewildered  when  we  attempt  to  compute  the 
value  of  the  revival  to  them  and  to  the  community.  To  draw  them 
from  folly  and  sin  into  the  peaceful  paths  of  virtue  and  religion,  and 
plant  in  their  tender  hearts  the  germs  of  Divine  truth,  is  a  work 
which  angels  might  covet.  Eternity  alone  will  reveal  the  extent  of 
the  glorious  work. 

For  those  professing  Christians — whether  ministers  or  laymen — 
who  have  been  and  still  are  earnestly  praying  “that  God  would 
send  down  his  Holy  Spirit,”  and  who  either  can  not  or  will  not  see 
that  the  blessing  is  here ,  and  will  not  lend  a  helping  hand  or  an  ap¬ 
proving  word,  we  have  no  word  of  censure.  “  Every  man  must 
give  an  account  of  himself  to  God.”  If  their  souls  are  thirsting  for 
the  water  of  life,  why  not  come  out  of  their  hiding-places,  and  get 
everybody,  over  whom  they  have  any  influence,  to  bring  their  vessels 
and  have  them  filled  to  the  brim  ?  We  cannot  help  thinking  or  say¬ 
ing  that  it  seems  to  us  like  assuming  a  fearful  responsibility  for  any 
one  to  cavil  or  be  captious  about  methods  of  operation,  when  God 
is  so  evidently  setting  His  seal  of  approbation  upon  this  work.  The 
peace  of  our  homes,  the  interest  of  immortal  souls,  the  welfare  of 
our  city,  present  and  future,  and  a  thousand  other  issues,  are  all  at 
stake.  While  the  people  “have  been  made  willing  in  the  day  of 
God’s  pow'er,”  let  saints  and  sinners  alike  make  common  cause 
against  the  Prince  of  Darkness,  and  overcoming  him  through  the 
grace  of  God  in  their  hearts,  secure  for  themselves  in  this  life  the 
inestimable  blessing  flowing  alone  from  true  piety,  and  for  the  life 
to  come  the  sweet  pledge  of  an  heavenly  rest. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

The  limits  of  this  work  will  not  permit  a  detailed  account  of  ever}' 
meeting  held  by  Mr.  Hammond  during  his  stay  in  Harrisburg.  It 
is  only  designed  to  give  a  general  account  of  the  great  work,  which, 
under  God,  has  been  brought  about  through  his  labors. 

Rev.  Edward  Payson  Hammond  came  to  Harrisburg  almost  an 
entire  stranger;  only,  perhaps,  well  known  to  Mr.  James  W.  Weir, 
who  had  been  with  him  in  meetings  ten  years  ago,  and  who,  having 
entire  confidence  in  his  character  and  ways,  had  made  previous  at¬ 
tempts  to  attract  him  to  Harrisburg,  but  circumstances  prevented, 
until  the  present  time.  Mr.  Weir,  finding  he  was  at  his  home  in 
Vernon,  Conn.,  wrote  in  the  early  part  of  November  to  inquire  if 
he  could  entertain  a  request  to  visit  Harrisburg.  He  answered  that 
probably  he  would,  with  the  promise  of  the  co-operation  of  the  mi¬ 
nisters  of  the  city.  Accordingly,  some  ten  or  twelve  ministers  and  a 
few  laymen  met  on  the  9th  of  November,  and  authorized  Mr.  Weir 
to  invite  him,  in  accordance  with  his  letter.  They  also,  besides  com¬ 
plying  with  the  request  of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association, 
to  preach  sermons  to  the  young  men,  on  Sunday,  the  14th  of  Novem¬ 
ber,  agreed  to  throw  all  their  energies  into  the  week  of  prayer, 
following  that  day,  appointed  by  the  Association,  commencing  with 
the  15th  of  November,  and  follow’  that  up  by  union  meetings  in  the 
churches,  through  the  follow’ ing  wmek,  closing  on  the  28th  of  Novem¬ 
ber,  during  the  night  on  which  Mr.  Hammond  arrived. 

On  the  2 8 tli  of  November,  Mr.  Hammond,  accompanied  by  Mr. 
William  Warren  Bentley,  of  New  York,  and  Mr.  Aaron  Coe,  of 
Newark,  arrived  in  Harrisburg,  and  the  next  day,  Sunday,  at  8 
a.  m.,  began  their  services  in  the  Grace  M.  E.  Church.  At  this 
meeting,  which  lasted  over  two  hours,  the  key-note  of  the  revival 
was  struck.  During  the  following  week  services  were  held  three 
times  a  day.  It  soon  became  apparent  that  there  was  no  church  in 
Harrisburg  capable  of  accommodating  one-half  of  the  people  wTho 
desired  to  attend  these  meetings,  so  an  effort  was  made  to  secure 
the  Opera  House  ;  and  on  December  1st,  the  first  meeting  was  held 
there.  At  this  meeting  the  house  was  packed  with  people 
— nine  hundred,  it  was  stated,  were  turned  away,  unable  to  gain 
admittance — and  in  fact  at  all  of  the  meetings  the  number  of  people 
who  have  attended  have  been  limited  only  by  the  size  of  the  build- 
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ing,  and  had  we  a  building  here  capable  of  accommodating  five 
thousand  people,  it  would  have  been  filled  at  every  evening  meeting. 
At  the  first  meeting  a  great  many,  perhaps  the  majority,  came  more 
out  of  curiosity  than  from  any  desire  on  their  part  either  to  do  good 
or  get  good.  Mr.  Hammond  announced  for  his  text,  John  iii.  14-15. 
In  his  sermon,  which  closed  at  nine  o’clock,  he  pointed  out  the  fal¬ 
lacies  of  moralists;  pictured  the  result  of  any  other  course  than  that 
of  “looking  unto  Jesus,”  and  warned  his  listeners  of  the  judgment 
to  come.  But  the  meeting  thus  far,  with  its  crowds,  its  singing,  its 
sermon,  all  else  was,  in  point  of  interest,  but  a  preparation  for  the 
real  meeting  of  the  evening — the  “  inquiry  meeting,”  so  called. 
From  the  balcony  looked  down  with  criticizing  eyes  hundreds  of 
persons  upon  the  scene  below.  Christian  men  and  women  moving 
among  the  seats,  speaking  to  this  one  and  that  one  about  eternal 
things  ;  and  all  this  was  a  new  thing,  decidedly  new,  to  the  ways 
and  manners  of  modern  church-goers.  The  sermons,  the  prayers, 
the  use  made  of  anecdotes,  all  was  new,  and  to  be  tried,  evidently, 
with  care  and  hesitation.  Men  were  there  who  “didn’t  know  about 
the  expediency  of  this  movement,”  and  others  were  there  wholly 
interested  in  the  same.  Instances  of  persons  weeping  were  abun¬ 
dant,  and  other  instances  of  persons  present  to  question,  wonder, 
and  doubt,  were  in  like  abundance.  A  gentleman  upon  the  stage 
was  heard  to  remark  that  he  thought  last  night’s  sermon  was  a  bet¬ 
ter  one  than  previous  sermons  in  these  services,  and  he  thought  the 
audience  had  been  more  quiet  and  attentive.  He  said,  “  there  is, 
evidently  enough,  an  increase  of  feeling  upon  this  subject.  I  am 
pleased  to  see  so  marked  an  evidence  of  it.”  Another  remarking 
in  a  different  strain,  ridiculed  the  “  hit-and-miss”  way  of  speaking 
personally  to  men  and  women,  and  the  idea  that  children  could  be 
trusted  to  say  “whether  or  not  they  had  been  converted.”  This  is 
reporting  things  as  we  found,  heard,  and  saw  them,  and  the  present 
endeavor  is  to  make  the  types  reflect  the  facts  as  they  occurred.  Of 
the  solemnity,  the  seriousness,  the  sober  attention,  the  sympathy 
of  many  in  this  work  there  can  be  no  doubt,  if  indications  are  to  be 
taken  as  they  are  commonly  taken.  Men  come  in  crowds  to  hear, 
and  they  do  hear  the  Gospel,  and  come  again. 

There  is  a  sudden  change  of  play  and  actors  at  the  Opera 
House,  and  a  change  in  the  audience ;  no  flaming  hand-bills  were 
posted;  there  was  no  entrance  fee;  no  scenery,  no  curtain  rising  and 
falling — only  a  singer  and  a  preacher.  The  people  came  with  a  new 
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demand  for  Gospel  truth.  They  came  with  praying  hearts  to  listen 
to  the  Gospel.  The  house  was  full ;  the  door- way  full  ;  the  stage  was 
full;  the  first  balcony  was  full ;  the  second  balcony  was  full  ;  a  hun¬ 
dred  singers  were  on  the  stage. 

After  the  next  morning’s  meeting,  thirty  ministers  met  Mr. 
Hammond  at  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  lecture  room,  and  adjourned  at  a  quar¬ 
ter  of  twelve,  having  had  a  session  not  soon  to  be  forgotten.  It  was 
a  meeting  on  consultation  and  prayer.  Eight  gentlemen  from  each 
church  represented — two  hundred  and  forty  in  all — were  appointed 
as  a  Revival  Committee,  from  which  sub-committees  wrere  appointed 
at  the  first  meeting  held  in  the  rooms  of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian 
Association. 

CHAPTER  II. 

A  new  feature  of  the  next  meeting  was  the  addition  of  a  piano 
and  a  second  organ.  Prof.  Teupser  presided  at  the  piano,  and  Prof. 
F .  E.  Stevens  and  wife  at  the  organs. 

Mr.  Hammond  spoke  to  the  children  about  the  covenant.  He 
said  139  children  signed  the  covenant  the  other  day.  The  covenant 
is  as  follows : 

“  I,  the  undersigned,  hope  I  have  found  Jesus  to  be  my  precious 
Saviour,  and  I  promise,  with  His  help,  to  live  as  His  loving  child 
and  faithful  servant  all  my  life.” 

After  a  prayer  by  Mr.  Hammond,  which  the  children  repeated, 
the  hymn,  “  Come  to  Jesus,”  was  sung,  and  the  meeting  was  over. 

EVENING  MEETING. 

Long  before  time  for  the  service  the  throng  of  men,  women, 
and  children  betokened  an  immense  audience. 

Mr.  Bentley  seemed  to  touch  the  key-note  when  he  announced  and 
led  the  singing  of  that  powerful  hymn — 

“  All  hail  the  power  of  Jesus’  name.” 

The  addition  of  the  grand  piano  to  the  instrumental  music  had  a 
telling  effect. 

Mr.  Hammond  was  equal  to  the  occasion,  and  preached  a  power¬ 
ful  sermon,  showing  that  fora  Christian  to  die  it  was  not  a  loss  but 
a  great  gain,  but  when  a  sinner  died  everything  was  lost.  His  il¬ 
lustrations  were  grand,  making  the  plan  of  salvation  so  plain  that 
he  who  runs  might  read. 

He  said  a  gentleman  was  presented  with  a  young  eagle.  He 
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chained  it,  so  it  could  not  get  away.  The  eagle  grew  until  it  meas¬ 
ured  six  feet  from  tip  to  tip  of  its  wings.  One  day  he  was  convinced 
that  it  was  cruel  to  keep  the  eagle  chained  longer,  so  he  invited 
some  friends  to  see  him  loose  the  chains  and  see  what  the  eagle 
would  do.  The  eagle,  when  loose,  first  raised  one  foot  and  then 
the  other  ;  then  stretched  out  one  wing  and  then  the  other  ;  and  then 
raising  himself  gently  on  his  wings,  away,  away,  away,  he 
soared  to  the  heavens!  So  it  is  with  you  sinners  when  you  begin  to 
shake  off  sin.  You  make  a  step,  then  a  stride,  and  away  you  go  to 
God  and  to  glory,  leaving  behind  your  shackles,  and  gaining  an  in¬ 
heritance  that  fadetli  not  away. 

He  proved  by  the  life  of  George  Whitfield  that  his  death  was  a 
great  gain,  and  closed  his  sermon  by  speaking  in  great  tenderness 
of  his  mother,  bringing  tears  to  many  eyes,  and  recollections  that 
made  the  stoutest  hearts  give  away. 

The  meeting  was  by  far  the  most  successful  of  any  yet  held,  in 
winning  souls  to  Christ,  there  being  scores  of  adults  fully  pursuad- 
ed  to  turn  to  the  Lord.  Many  retired  to  the  dressing-rooms  ad¬ 
joining  the  stage,  for  prayer  and  instruction. 

Among  the  ministers  who  went  through  the  vast  audience  to 
speak  to  the  “  anxious,”  wre  noted  Rev.  Dr.  Swartz,  of  the  First 
Lutheran,  Rev.  Dr.  Robinson,  of  the  Market  square  Presbyterian, 
and  Rev.  Dr.  Holmes,  of  Grace  M.  E.  church,  with  many  other  min¬ 
isters  and  active  laymen  of  other  churches. 

The  next  evening  meeting,  owing  to  a  previous  engagement  of 
the  Opera  House,  was  held  in  the  Market  Square  Presbyterian 
Church. 

To  give  an  adequate  description  of  this  meeting  is  well  nigh  im¬ 
possible.  The  audience  room  of  the  Market  Square  Church  was 
filled  to  the  utmost,  and  at  the  same  time  a  prayer  meeting  was  be¬ 
ing  held  in  the  lecture  room.  The  audience  was  solemn,  and  all 
interested  in  the  great  revival  work.  All  sorts  of  people — some  of 
our  leading  citizens,  Christians,  working  men,  old  and  young,  regular 
church-goers,  and  many  who  have  not  attended  church  for  years — all 
more  or  less  interested.  These  Christians  evidently  mean  business, 
and  we  may  look  for  wonderful  results.  The  opening  service  of  song 
was  as  truly  inspiring — the  whole  congregation  heartily  joining  in 
this  most  excellent  service. 

In  giving  out  the  notices  Dr.  Robinson  took  occasion  to  say :  “I 
think  that  any  one  of  you,  who  has  broken  over  all  reserve  aid 
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spoken  to  those  about  you,  whether  you  are  acquainted  with  them 
or  not,  can  all  bear  witness  when  I  say  that  you  have  been  blessed 
by  it.  I  have  spoken  to  between  thirty  and  fifty  every  evening,  and 
I  have  always  been  kindly  received,  and  enjoyed  a  rich  blessing. 
Certainly,  if  any  of  you  have  had  the  blessing  of  taking  your  own 
children  into  your  arms  and  hearing  their  testimony  for  Christ,  as 
I  have,  you  will  take  the  earliest  opportunity  to  speak  to  some  and 
lead  them  to  Christ.” 

Mr.  Hammond  drew  the  line  very  clearly  between  morality,  or  the 
external  observance  of  religious  rites,  and  true,  saving  relation  to 
Christ ;  the  difference  between  God’s  righteousness  and  man’s 
righteousness.  Self-righteousness  is  the  hardest  thing  to  give  up, 
said  he,  all  our  good  deeds  go  for  nothing.  We  must  accept  Christ’s 
righteousness.  Certainly  Mr.  Hammond  is  not  seeking  simply  to 
gather  crowds  of  professed  converts,  but  is  anxious  to  make  people 
understand  that 

“Jesus  died  and  paid  it  all. 

Yes,  all  the  debt  y7ou  owe.” 

The  sermon  was  equal  to  his  best,  holding  his  auditors  for  a 
hour  and  a  half.  At  the  close  nearly  all  remained  to  attend  the 
,  inquiry  meeting — the  y7oung  men’s — in  which  Mr.  Kelker  and  Mr.  J. 
W.  Weir  and  others  took  part.  The  room  was  well  filled,  and  the 
services  very  solemn  ;  more  were  in  it  than  in  the  inquiry  meeting  for 
ladies.  It  is  wonderful  how  the  people  love  to  linger  to  witness 
these  novel  services ;  many  were  coming  in  from  the  towns  around 
and  taking  back  home  with  them  the  “  Song  Evangel,”  with  which 
to  begin  similar  meetings  in  the  country7.  About  a  dozen  ministers 
were  at  work  in  the  meeting  last  night.  Mr.  Hammond  seemed 
greatly  encouraged. 

The  interest  in  the  work  seemed  to  increase  with  each  meeting, 
and  many  regrets  were  expressed  by  the  Committee  on  Place  that 
there  was  no  audience  room  in  the  city  large  enough  to  hold  the 
people. 

On  Saturday  morning,  December  11,  Mr.  Hammond  held  an  open- 
air  meeting  during  the  continuance  of  the  meeting  in  the  church. 
There  were  several  hundred  people  present,  who  listened  with  the 
closest  attention  to  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Hammond  and  others. 

During  the  absence  of  Mr.  Hammond  from  the  church  the  time 
was  occupied  in  singing  and  praying. 

Mr.  Heilman  gave  an  account  of  the  meeting  last  night,  and  the 
great  good  done.  It  was  the  best  inquiry  meeting  ever  held. 

When  Mr.  Hammond  arrived,  he  said  they7  had  a  glorious  open- 
air  meeting.  They  preached  to  the  country7  people,  who  were  at¬ 
tending  market,  and  spoke  to  people  they  could  never  have  spoken 
to  in  the  meetings  in  the  church. 
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Mr.  Hammond  then  related  a  story,  how  he  had  appointed  an 
open-air  meeting  for  a  certain  night  in  another  city.  But  it  so  hap¬ 
pened  that  on  that  particular  night  it  rained  ;  he  nevertheless  kept 
his  appointment  and  went ;  no  one  was  there  but  a  cabman  waiting 
for  patronage,  who  said,  “I  am  the  only  one  }rou  have  to  preach  to.” 
Mr.  Hammond  preached  to  him,  and  he  was  converted.  Mr.  H.  met 
him  afterwards,  and  was  reminded  of  the  incident.  He  requested 
several  classes  who  wished  prayers  to  stand  up.  He  said  he  never 
saw  such  a  sight  since  he  came  from  Scotland  as  he  did  last  night 
in  the  inquiry  meeting — so  many  anxious  to  be  saved. 

Ten  persons  stood  up  asking  for  the  conversion  of  their  husbands 
and  wives.  Mr.  Holmes  prayed  they  might  be  brought  to  Christ. 
Mr.  Judd  prayed  for  sixty-two  that  stood  up  and  were  anxious  about 
their  brothers  and  sisters.  Ten  rose,  each  asking  prayers  for  the 
conversion  of  a  father  or  a  mother.  Mr.  Hammond  prayed  for 
seventy  that  stood  up  asking  to  be  prayed  for. 

Some  of  the  praises  were :  “  I  thank  God  that  my  son  has  been 
converted  “  that  I  have  been  converted  ;  ”  “  that  my  sister  was 
converted  last  night “that  I  gave  my  heart  to  Jesus “  that  He 
has  given  me  a  new  heart,  and  that  I  have  led  many  to  Christ.” 

Mr.  Weir  talked  about  the  inquiry  meeting  last  night,  and  hoped 
to  see  some  more  such  as  that  one. 

On  Saturday  afternoon  the  meeting  was  held  in  the  Court-house. 
At  this  meeting  Mr.  Judd  told  a  story  about  a  little  girl  who  stole 
a  loaf  of  bread  to  keep  from  starving,  and  how,  when  found  guilty, 
the  judge  paid  the  fine.  This  was  told  to  illustrate  how  Jesus  died 
and  suffered  on  the  cross  for  us  that  we  might  be  saved. 

Mr.  Hammond  said :  “  Many  a  prisoner  has  gone  from  this  court 
room  to  die.  You  are  all  prisoners,  every  one  of  you,  under  sen¬ 
tence,  if  you  have  not  a  pardon.”  He  said  a  father  reproved  his  son  for 
looking  up  at  the  rafters  of  the  church  so  much  during  divine  ser¬ 
vice,  and  told  him  to  pay  more  attention  to  the  sermon.  The  son 
replied  that  he  could  tell  him  all  about  the  discourse,  and  told  the 
father  more  than  he  knew  himself,  and  at  the  same  time  remark¬ 
ing  that  he  could  tell  how  many  rafters  were  in  the  building. 
“Jesus  is  no  enemy  of  us;  if  you  run  away  from  Him  you  will 
perish.  The  first  thing  he  does  is  to  give  everjT  one  a  pardon.” 

The  novelty  of  the  place,  the  crowded  room,  and  the  earnest  spirit 
of  those  who  were  at  work,  all  conspired  to  make  this  a  meeting  not 
soon  to  be  forgotten. 

Sunday  Afternoon. — This  meeting  being  exclusively  for  women, 
no  men  were  allowed  admission  except  ministers. 

Mr.  Hammond  read  from  the  20th  chapter  of  John.  You  have 
been  ashamed  to  have  it  known  that  you  want  to  be  a  Christian  ; 
Jesus  wants  to  have  you  full  of  peace,  and  at  peace.  He  prayed 
that  God  would  bless  all  the  women  of  the  city,  and  that  He  would 
carry  on  this  work  of  salvation. 

After  singing,  a  praise  meeting  was  held.  The  following  are  a 
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few  of  those  offered :  “  I  thank  God  that  He  gave  me  a  praying 
mother  ;  ”  “  that  I  have  found  Jesus  ;  ”  “  for  the  conversion  of  my 
brother  ;  ”  “  that  He  has  converted  my  soul ;  ”  “  for  the  conversion 
of  my  husband  ;  ”  “for  these  union  meetings  ;  ”  that  I  remembered 
mjr  Creator  in  my  youth.” 

Eighty-two  ladies  rose,  saying  they  recently  found  Jesus. 

Mr.  Hammond  then  took  for  his  text  the  10th  chapter  of  John 
and  twenty-second  verse.  Jle  said  he  had  seen  former  gamblers 
ask  ladies  to  give  up  card-plaving.  In  a  great  many  instances 
ladies  have  taught  gamblers  to  play  cards.  “  Burn  up  your  cards  ; 
you  ladies  have  something  to  say  whether  men  shall  play  cards  or 
not.  I  ask  your  influence  to  keep  men  from  playing  cards.  Keep 
the  wine  from  the  side-board.  Young  ladies,  do  not  put  wine  to 
your  neighbor’s  lips.  How  many  a  woman  is  ruined  because  she 
did  not  learn  to  say  no.  I  spoke  to  eight  hundred  fallen  women  in 
Edinburgh.” 

Sunday  Evening. — The  services  were  commenced  by  singing- 
several  hymns,  and  Mr.  Miller  offering  a  prayer,  asking  God  to  send 
his  Holy  Spirit  into  every  heart,  and  that  there  may  be  great  rejoic¬ 
ing. 

Mr.  Hammond  read  the  118th  Psalm,  and  said  he  wished  every 
sinner  and  every  Christian  in  the  city  could  have  heard  Mr.  Robin¬ 
son  describing  the  meeting  held  in  his  church  Friday  night. 

A  short  praise  meeting  was  then  held,  after  which,  “  Lo !  the 
loving  Jesus  standeth,”  was  sung. 

Mr.  Hammond  said  he  wanted  one  hundred  ministers  to  work  at 
each  meeting,  and  extended  an  invitation  to  those  in  the  surround¬ 
ing  towns  and  country  to  take  part  in  these  meetings. 

A  request  for  prayer,  written  by  a  gentleman,  wTas  read,  asking 
prayer  for  himself,  he  being  the  only  unconverted  one  in  his  family. 

After  singing  from  page  110  of  the  “Song  Evangel,”  Mr.  Ham¬ 
mond  read  his  text  from  the  third  chapter  of  Revelations  and  the 
twentieth  verse.  He  explained  the  text  by  telling  several  stories. 
He  said  a  great  many  who  are  not  Christians  are  finding  fault  w-ith 
those  who  are.  “  Exercise  common  sense  about  religion  just  the 
same  as  with  other  things.  A  bogus  Christian  implies  that  there 
are  genuine  Christians.  Sinner,  there  is  danger  unless  you  give  up 
those  sins  of  yours.  Better  for  you  to  give  up  your  sins  than  with 
your  vices  to  be  cast  into  hell,  where  the  worm  dieth  not  and  the 
fire  never  shall  be  quenched.  Jesus  says  it  is  a  place  of  torment. 
Won’t  you  listen  to  Jesus,  oh  !  sinner  ?  ”  He  told  a  story  about  a 
gambler  who  visited  the  capitols  of  the  several  States,  and  used  to 
play  with  the  members,  and  how  happening  to  be  present  at  one  of 
his  meetings,  was  deeply  impressed,  and  became  converted. 

A  solo  adapted  to  the  sermon  was  rendered  with  fine  effect  bj-  Mr. 
Bentley. 
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CHAPTER  III. 

U[)  to  this  time  about  six  hundred  persons,  of  all  ages,  had  signed 
the  covenant,  and  made  open  profession  of  Christianity.  The  re¬ 
vival  meetings  were  theme  of  conversation  all  over  the  city. 
Many  went  to  the  meetings,  as  they  openly  expressed  it,  to  scoff 
and  ridicule  Christians  who  were  at  work  in  the  inquiry  meetings, 
and  came  away  weeping,  many  of  them  converted.  One  remark¬ 
able  conversion  was  that  of  an  organist,  formerly  of  New  York 
city,  on  his  way  from  Chicago  to  New  York,  and  who  stopped  over 
in  Harrisburg  for  a  day  or  two  on  business,  attended  one  of  these 
meetings,  and  was  converted,  and  made  open  profession  of  faith  in 
Christ. 

On  Saturday  evening,  December  11,  a  meeting  was  held  for  men 
alone.  Many  predicted  that  this  meeting  would  be  a  failure,  but 
what  was  their  surprise  to  see  the  Opera  House  literally  packed 
with  men  of  all  ages  and  conditions — truly  one  of  the  grandest  sights 
ever  witnessed  in  Harrisburg.  At  the  inquiry  meeting  which  fol¬ 
lowed,  strong  men  wept  like  little  children,  and  many  of  them  found 
the  pearl  of  great  price,  and  went  home  rejoicing  in  Jesus.  Men 
who  had  not  been  inside  of  a  church  for  years  were  converted  at  this 
meeting',  and  went  home  and  out  into  the  world  resolving  to  lead 
Christian  lives.  The  morning  meetings  at  this  time  were  of  great 
interest.  Many  came  in  from  various  parts  of  the  State,  and  the 
praise  meetings,  which  usually  followed  the  short  addresses  o1"  Mr. 
Hammond  and  ministers  of  Harrisburg  and  of  adjoining  towns, 
were  of  great  interest.  At  some  of  these  meetings  as  many  as  fif¬ 
teen  ministers  were  present.  Tire  first  half-hour  of  these  meetings 
were  devoted  to  the  children,  who  came  in  great  numbers  to  hear 
Mr.  Hammond  and  Air.  Coe,  and  to  hear  Mr.  Bentley  sing,  and  it 
was  noticed  that  the  Gospel  songs  sung  at  these  meetings  have  doue 
much  towards  awakening  sinners.  The  short  service  of  song 
usually  held  by  Mr.  Bentley  and  the  choir  was  eminently  fitted  to 
prepare  the  minds  and  hearts  of  the  people  for  the  reception  of 
God’s  truth. 

The  children’s  meetings  held  in  the  afternoon  of  each  day,  during 
the  past  three  weeks  of  the  Revival,  were  meetings  of  great  in¬ 
terest. 

Mr.  Hammond  is  styled  “The  Children’s  Evangelist,”  and  we 
think  the  name  very  appropriate,  for  at  no  other  meetings  did  he 
show  that  tact  or  peculiar  ability  of  his  own  so  much  as  in  these 
children’s  meetings.  The  art  of  talking  to  children  in  a  way  to  in¬ 
terest  them  is  at  all  times  a  difficult  one,  and  one  that  is  possessed 
by  but  few  speakers. 

The  first  of  these  meetings  were  thought  by  some  to  be  a  little 
disorderly;  the  children  were  anxious  to  see  and  hear  all  that  was 
going  on  ;  and  the  place  and  novelty  of  the  meetings  made  them  a 
little  excited  at  first.  After  a  few  meetings  this  began  to  wear  off, 
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and  we  began  to  see  that  there  was  a  deep  swell  of  grace  among  the 
children,  and  very  many  express  doubts  as  to  the  genuineness  of  the 
conversion  of  these  children;  but  Mr.  Hammond  and  others  met 
their  objections  at  every  point,  and  quoted  the  words  of  Jesus,  who 
said,  “  Suffer  little  children  to  come  unto  me  and  forbid  them  not, 
for  of  such  is  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven.” 


CHAPTER  IY. 

We  give  from  the  Weekly  Telegraph  a  condensed  account  of  the 
evening  meetings  held  during  the  third  week  of  Mr.  Hammond’s  stay 
in  Harrisburg. 

Monday  Evening.  —  The  Market  Square  Church  was  again 
crowded  at  this  meeting.  The  exercises  commenced  with  the  usual 
service  of  song. 

The  opening  prayer  was  made  by  Mr.  White,  who  asked  God  to 
bless  Mr.  Hammond  and  the  words  that  shall  be  spoken. 

Mr.  Hammond  read  from  the  6th  chapter  of  Nehemiah  :  “I  have 
no  doubt  the  city  is  divided  on  this  great  question  of  revival.  Some 
say  it  is  a  humbug  and  a  sham.  Keep  near  Jesus,  and  all  difficul¬ 
ties  will  vanish.  If  you  are  troubled,  come  to  the  Throne  of  Grace.” 
He  prayed  that  the  Heavenly  Father  would  take  from  us  anything 
that  is  like  envy  or  jealousjr. 

Mr.  Weir  recommended  all  to  read  a  little  book  entitled  “  The 
Blood  of  Jesus,”  which  is  issued  by  all  the  publication  societies. 

A  gentleman  who  had  been  working  on  the  railroad  for  the  last 
fort}7  jmai's  as  engineer,  and  latel3"  became  a  Christian,  said  he 
thanked  God  for  keeping  his  life  during  all  that  time,  as  he  was  a 
great  sinner  and  rebelled  against  God.  He  asked  prayers  for  his 
son,  who  was  present.  Dr.  Holmes  prayred  for  him.  At  the  later 
meeting,  in  one  of  the  lecture  rooms,  this  young  man  was  one  of 
about  forty  men  who  were  on  their  knees  piling  for  mercy. 

Dr.  Strong  said  :  “  We  are  all  sinners  to-night,  but  blessed  be 
God,  we  can  all  be  Christians  now  if  we  believe  in  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ.  Settle  the  question  by  giving  37our  hearts  to  Jesus.” 

After  a  solo  b3r  Mr  Bentley,  Mr.  Hammond  read  from  the  twelfth 
chapter  of  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles.  He  said :  “  God  never  com¬ 
mands  you  to  do  a  thing  unless  He  gives  3>ou  strength  to  do  it.” 

The  scenes  in  the  meeting  last  night  are  past  description.  The 
interest  deepens  every  night.  Mr.  Hammond  says  that  in  all  his 
labors  in  this  country — all  the  States  of  the  Union  but  five,  all  the 
Territories  but  five — he  has  never  witnessed  such  overwhelming 
conviction  of  sin,  so  man3T  in  tears,  or  heard  such  agonizing  groans 
as  in  Harrisburg.  He  says  the  children  have  appeared  just  as  in 
other  places,  coming  easily  and  quickly  to  Christ.  But  it  has  not 
been  so  with  adults.  Multitudes  at  the  same  time  have  sobbed  aloud 
in  agon37  and  refused  to  be  comforted  for  hours,  and  he  rejoiced  that 
the  ministers,  instead  of  being  alarmed  at  the  scenes,  have  under¬ 
stood  them  and  rejoiced  in  them. 
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Five  hundred  and  fifty  have  signed  the  covenant,  and  every  night 
members  of  all  classes  are  adding  their  names  to  the  list  expressing 
the  hope  that  they  have  passed  from  death  unto  life.  Four  young 
gentlemen  out  of  seven  who  were  prayed  for  stood  up  in  the  young 
men’s  meeting  and  told  of  their  conversion.  One  of  them  said  he 
supposed  religion  was  a  gloomy  subject,  and  that  it  would  rob  him 
of  all  his  enjoyments,  but  on  the  contrary  he  was  never  so  happy  in 
his  life  as  now. 

A  number  of  the  ministers  from  the  country  were  present  at  the 
meeting  yesterday,  some  having  come  a  long  distance  to  attend  it. 

Tuesday  Evening. — Several  hundred  persons  were  assembled  in 
front  of  the  Opera  House  long  before  the  doors  were  opened,  and 
although  the  cold  was  intense,  all  waited  patiently  until  they  gained 
admittance.  In  a  short  time  the  house  was  crowded  even  to  the 
upper  gallery.  About  one  hundred  singers  were  on  the  stage.  A 
grand  piano  and  two  organs  were  also  there,  to  add  to  the  music. 

After  the  service  of  song  led  by  Mr.  Bentley,  Dr.  C.  A.  Hay,  of 
Gettysburg,  offered  the  opening  prayer,  invoking  the  special  pre¬ 
sence  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  the  exercises  of  the  evening. 

Mr.  Hammond  read  a  psalm,  and  then  paid  a  high  compliment  to 
the  Christian  ministers  and  people  of  Harrisburg.  He  said  the 
most  effectual  work  he  ever  witnessed  outside  of  Scotland  is  being 
done  here,  and  he  believed  it  was  because  of  earnest  prayer  on  the 
part  of  God’s  people.  He  said  some  asserted  that  there  was  too 
much  excitement  here.  He  did  not  believe  there  was.  Sinners 
would  better  be  excited  now,  for  there  would  be  greater  excitement 
when  they  would  call  upon  the  rocks  and  mountains  to  fall  on  them. 

“  I  Need  Thee  Every  Hour”  was  then  sung,  after  which  Dr.  Hay 
spoke.  He  stated  that  the  first  verse  read  by  Mr.  Hammond  con¬ 
tained  the  last  words  of  his  (Dr.  Hay’s)  sainted  mother.  He  be¬ 
lieved  if  it  were  possible  for  the  departed  to  witness  what  tran¬ 
spired  on  earth,  they  were  rejoicing  over  this  meeting.  He  spoke 
very  pointedly  to  backsliders  and  the  unconverted  generally,  as¬ 
serted  his  full  confidence  in  Mr.  Hammond’s  work,  and  urged  all 
to  give  their  hearts  to  the  Saviour.  He  then  prayed  for  the  Divine 
blessing  upon  the  meeting. 

“  The  Divinity  of  Christ  ”  was  the  theme  of  Mr.  Hammond’s 
sermon.  He  took  for  his  text  the  fifteenth  chapter  of  Mark  and 
the  thirty-forth  verse — “My  God!  My  God!  why  hast  Thou  for¬ 
saken  me  ?”  He  drew  a  picture  of  Christ  upon  the  cross  ;  how  he 
suffered,  and  for  whom  he  suffered.  He  said:  “The  whole  of  the 
Gospel  of  St.  John  was  written  to  prove  the  divinity  of  Christ;  to 
prove  that  he  was  God  as  well  as  man.  Oh,  infidel !  you  have  got  to 
pray  if  you  want  to  learn  the  way  to  heaven.  Christ  suffered  great 
physical  suffering,  but  his  soul  suffering  was  beyond  his  physical 
suffering.  Jesus  finished  the  work  on  the  cross  for  you;  he  died 
for  you.” 

He  then  prayed  that  God  would  bless  the  inquiry  meeting. 
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The  curtain  was  dropped  before  the  inquiry  meeting  began,  and 
the  stage  set  apart  for  men,  and  ladies  were  invited  to  occupy  the 
six  or  seven  rooms  in  the  rear.  Penitents  went  by  scores  to  the  de¬ 
signated  places,  and  all  the  rooms  were  filled.  The  clergymen  of  our 
city  went  to  work  through  the  vast  audience  remaining,  and  in¬ 
duced  many  to  determine  to  serve  Christ.  The  inquiry  meetings  con¬ 
tinued  some  two  hours.  Many  were  converted.  In  one  of  the  inqui¬ 
ry  rooms  a  young  lady  was  weeping  so  loud,  that  when  the  singing 
ceased  her  cries  were  heard  all  over  the  Opera  House.  At  last  she 
became  calm  and  said,  “My  Lord,  I  give  myself  away,  ’tis  all  that 
I  can  do.’-?  Tears  of  agony  were  changed  to  tears  of  joy.  She 
went  to  work  in  the  ladies’  inquiry  meeting  pleading  with  her  com-  t 
panions  to  come  to  Christ. 

A  similar  event  occurred  in  the  case  of  a  young  man,  who,  upon 
receiving  Christ,  said,  “  It  is  finished.” 

Wednesday  Evening. — At  the  evening  service  every  seat  and  all 
the  available  standing-room  was  occupied,  and  the  audience  was  at¬ 
tentive  and  interested. 

The  crowds  that  attend  these  meetings  do  not  appear  excited,  but 
they  are  intensely  interested.  Mr.  Hammond  affirms  that  he  has 
nothing  new  to  tell ;  nothing  but  the  old,  old  story  of  Jesus  Christ; 
but  certainly  he  presents  that  story  with  some  wondrous  power. 
Public  opinion  has  compelled  ministers  to  limit  their  sermons  to 
thirty  minutes,  but  although  Mr.  Hammond  does  not  hesitate  to 
continue  his  discourse  for  an  hour  or  more,  his  audience  seems  to 
grow  larger  and  larger  each  evening.  The  list  of  signers  of  the 
covenant  increases  daily,  over  six  hundred  having  hereby  professed 
conversion. 

After  the  opening  service  of  song,  Mr.  H.  said  some  words  in  de¬ 
fence  of  himself,  referring  to  the  evident  work  of  God  in  the  city, 
warned  men  of  fighting  against  God.  Alluding  to  Elder  Knapp,  who 
was  twice  assisted  by  the  direct  interposition  of  God;  “  So,”  he  said, 

“  this  work  is  Gocl’s  work,  and  he  will  defend  it.” 

The  sermon  this  evening  was  addressed  particularly  to  the  law¬ 
yers  of  the  city,  and  Mr.  H.  took  his  text :  “  If  any  man  sin  we 
have  an  advocate  with  the  Father,  Jesus  Christ  the  righteous,  and 
he  is  the  propitiation  for  our  sins.”  The  preacher  spoke  of  the 
qualifications  of  the  advocate  as  principally  four — he  must  be  him¬ 
self  righteous,  must  know  the  law,  must  know  the  case  of  his  client, 
and  he  must  have  a  plea.  All  of  these  are  eminently  illustrated 
in  the  person  and  office  of  Jesus  Christ.  Passing  from  the  advo¬ 
cate,  the  preacher  took  up  the  consideration  of  his  plea.  The  plea 
of  Christ  at  the  bar  of  God  is  not  that  we  are  ignorant  of  the  law ; 
not  that  we  have  not  broken  the  law;  not  that  the  law  is  unjust ;  it 
is,  “Oh!  thou  Judge  of  all  the  earth,  these  have  knowingly  broken  thy 
righteous  law ;  they  are  guilty;  but  I  have  suffered  all  the  penalty, 
and  now  demand  their  pardon  for  my  name’s  sake.” 

Thursday  Evening. — At  the  evening  services  the  house  was 
crowded  to  its  utmost  capacity. 
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A  service  of  song  was  conducted  by  Mr.  Bentley,  in  which  the 
entire  audience  joined  heartily. 

Mr.  Hammond  read  from  the  second  chapter  of  the  First  Epistle 
of  Peter.  He  said  :  “  You  and  I  have  got  to  be  fed  on  the  milk  of 
the  word.  You  are  lost  to  all  eternity  except  through  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ.  There  is  no  name  under  Heaven  by  which  you  can 
be  saved  but  by  the  name  of  Jesus.  A  man  is  neither  fit  to  live  nor 
fit  to  die  until  he  is  a  Christian.”' 

Mr.  Hammond  read  a  letter  from  a  lady,  in  which  she  said  that 
she  had  believed  that  he  (Mr.  Hammond)  was  instigated  and  as¬ 
sisted  by  Satan  to  carry  on  the  revivals,  but  thanked  God  that  the 
meetings  had  been  the  means  of  saving  her  soul.  She  prayed  God 
to  forgive  her  for  her  injustice,  and  said  she  knew  He  had  forgiven 
her  sins,  and  asked  Mr.  Hammond  to  forgive  her  injustice  and  un¬ 
charitable  feeling  toward  him.  She  closed  as  follows  : 

Pray  for  me,  and  1  shall  pray  lor  you  every  day  while  my  life 
lasts,  not  because  1  think  you  need  my  prayers,  but  because  I  am 
so  grateful  to  you  that  I  cannot  help  it.  Yours  in  the  love  of 
Christ.”  -  *  ******** 

Mr.  Bentley  sang  “  Ninety  and  Nine,”  by  request,  after  which 
Rev.  Dr.  Swartz  gave  the  notices  for  to-morrow,  and  said  it 
gave  him  pleasure  to  see  the  great  interest  taken  in  these  meetings. 
He  said  that  he  had  heard  it  said  that  it  was  curiosity,  excitement, 
and  the  dramatic  manner  in  which  Mr  Hammond  presented  the 
truth  that  attracted  such  immense  audiences.  He  felt  that  such  was 
not  the  case,  and  that  it  was  an  insult  to  the  intelligence  of  the 
audience  to  make  such  assertions.  He  had  no  doubt  that  the  Holy 
Spirit  was  at  work  in  our  midst,  and  the  numbers  who  nightly  re¬ 
mained  for  conversation  on  the  condition  of  their  souls,  and  who 
were  to  be  found  at  the  altar  seeking  the  Saviour. 

Mr.  Hammond  then  took  for  his  text  the  parable  of  the  “  Prodi¬ 
gal  Son,”  and  divided  the  subject  into  three  heads:  The  departure 
of  the  prodigal,  his  return,  and  the  reception  he  met  with.  u  The 
Triune  God  is  engaged  in  your  salvation.  God  is  not  going  to 
compel  you  to  serve  Him.  Your  money  will  never  buy  you  a  ticket 
for  heaven.  Prodigal,  won’t  you  return  ?  Let  the  Lord  have  your 
soul  to-night.  He  will  make  you  liapp3r  to  all  eternity ;  but  you 
must  pray.  God  will  come  to  meet  you  to-night  and  will  fall  on 
your  neck.” 

The  inquiry  meeting  which  followed  was  very  largely  attended, 
and  the  scene  behind  the  curtain,  and  in  the  various  rooms,  was  one 
that  is  beyond  description. 

Friday  Evening. — The  meeting  in  the  evening  was  attended  by 
a  large  crowd  of  interested  hearers.  After  a  short  service  of  song, 
led  by  Mr.  Bentley,  Mr.  Hammond  read  a  portion  of  the  Scripture, 
and  spoke  at  length  of  how  the  devil  was  at  work  at  times  of  revi¬ 
val  meetings  like  these,  and  warned  Christians  to  be  careful  and 
resist  his  wiles.  The  devil  sometimes  appeared  as  an  “  angel  of 
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light  ”  to  God’s  people,  to  tempt  them  and  lead  them  astray.  He 
gave  a  number  of  striking  illustrations  of  his  statements.  Mr.  J. 
W.  Weir  announced  that  any  who  desired  to  contribute  to  the  cur¬ 
rent  expenses  could  send  their  contributions  to  him  or  Mr.  J.  J. 
Clyde.  He  stated  that  the  expense  of  hiring  the  Opera  House  day 
after  day  amounted  to  no  small  sum.  A  collection  was  lifted  to 
help  defray  the  expenses. 

Mr.  Hammond  took  for  his  text  Exodus,  8th  chapter  and  10th 
verse  :  “  And  Pharaoh  said,  To-morrow.  ”  He  referred  to  the  plague 
of  the  frogs  brought  upon  Egypt,  and  said  that  it  was  strange  that 
with  the  land  overrun  with  frogs,  that  Pharaoh  when  asked  by 
Moses  when  he  should  pray  to  God  to  remove  the  frogs,  that  he  re¬ 
plied,  “  To-morrow.”  Strange  that  he  should  desire  to  have  the 
slimy  frogs  one  day  longer.  He  divided  his  subject  into  three 
parts  :  1st.  Pharaoh  was  in  a  bad  plight,  so  were  sinners.  On  this 
point  he  compared  the  situation  of  sinners  who  were  unforgiven, 
who  cared  not  for  their  soul’s  salvation,  with  the  condition  of  Pha- 
roah.  2d.  Pharaoh  had  hopes  of  getting  rid  of  the  frogs  by  the  aid 
of  the  magicians,  and  sinners  hoped  to  get  rid  of  their  sins  without 
coming  to  Christ.  3d.  That  Pharaoh’s  real  reason  for  saying  ‘‘  to¬ 
morrow  ”  was  that  he  was  not  willing  to  let  the  Israelites  go,  and 
did  not  want  to  give  them  up.  So  it  is  with  sinners  :  they  do  not 
wish  to  give  up  their  darling  sins  to  gain  Chrisr. 

Mr.  Hammond  continued  his  remarks  by  asking  sinners  not  to 
put  off  the  seeking  of  forgiveness  until  to-morrow,  but  to  come  at 
once  to  Christ,  confess  their  transgressions,  and  be  forgiven.  The 
inquiry  meeting  which  followed  was  intensely  interesting,  and  many 
sinners  knelt  in  prayer,  and  were  so  impressed  with  a  sense  of  their 
guilt  and  their  need  of  the  Saviour’s  love,  that  they  were  oblivious 
of  the  presence  of  those  around  them.  Christian  men  and  women 
were  at  work  in  various  portions  of  the  hall,  conversing  with  those 
who  were  willing  to  be  conversed  with.  Those  who  attend  the  meet¬ 
ings  cannot  fail  to  see  that  much  good  is  being  done  in  our  midst, 
and  many  have  professed  conversion,  and  feel  that  their  sins,  which 
were  many,  have  been  blotted  out. 

Sunday  Evening. — The  Opera  House  was  crowded  to  its  utmost 
capacity,  all  the  seats  being  occupied  and  the  aisles  crowded  with 
those  unable  to  obtain  seats.  After  a  service  of  song,  conducted 
by  Mr.  Bentley,  prayer  was  offered  by  Rev.  Mr.  Swartz,  of  Mes¬ 
siah’s  Church. 

Mr.  Hammond  read  from  the  fifth  chapter  of  Second  Corinthians. 
Some  of  his  remarks  were  :  “The  moment  a  Christian  dies  he  goes 
to  Paradise  ;  but  when  a  sinner  dies  he  goes  to  the  place  J  udas 
went  to.  God  hates  sin,  but  He  never  hates  a  sinner.  Christ  was 
treated  as  a  sinner  that  we  might  be  treated  as  righteous.” 

Mr.  Clyde  said  a  collection  would  be  taken  up  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  holding  meetings  in  the  Opera  House.  While  the  col¬ 
lection  was  being  taken  Mr.  Bentley  sang  the  “  Ninety  and  Nine.” 


18 


The  Revival  in  Harrisburg. 


The  text  of  Mr.  Hammond  is  found  in  the  sixth  chapter  and 
twenty-third  verse  of  Romans.  He  said,  among  other  things: 
“  Every  sin  that  you  commit  is  another  link  in  the  chain  of  sin. 
Salvation  never — damnation  ever.  Hell  is  the  expression  of  God’s 
love.  The  gift  of  God  is  life  eternal.  Be  saved  to-night  and  be 
made  an  heir  of  glory.”  He  preached  by  far  the  most  solemn,  im¬ 
pressive,  and  convincing  sermon  he  ever  delivered  here.  Mr.  Ham¬ 
mond  was  in  six  different  churches  yesterday,  besides  the  Opera 
House  at  night,  being  occupied  from  half-past  eight  A.  M.  to  eleven 
p.  m.  It  is  estimated  that  1,200  covenant  cards  have  been  given  out 
and  signed.  From  800  to  1,000  stood  up  for  prayers,  and  when 
Christians  arose  it  did  not  seem  that  more  than  twenty  were  sitting 
down,  showing  that  the  whole  audience  was  impressed  with  the 
truth. 


CHAPTER  V. 

On  Thursday  afternoon,  December  28,  a  farewell  children’s  meet¬ 
ing  was  held  in  the  Market  Square  Presbyterian  Church.  The 
meeting  was  a  very  large  one,  the  audience  room  of  the  church 
being  tilled.  Many  of  the  children  wept,  at  the  thought  of  Mr. 
Hammond  going  away.  He  has  endeared  himself  to  the  hearts  of 
many  children  in  Harrisburg,  who  have  been  led  by  him  to  the 
Saviour. 

On  Friday  evening  Mr.  Hammond  preached  his  farewell  sermon 
to  young  converts.  Although  the  night  was  stormy,  the  Market 
Square  Presbyterian  Church  was  crowded  to  its  utmost  capacity. 
The  meeting  was  opened  by  a  service  of  song,  conducted  by  Mr. 
Bentley.  Mr.  Hammond  came  upon  the  stage  platform  while  the 
congregation  was  singing,  About  fifteen  of  the  leading  clergymen 
of  Harrisburg  were  present. 

Mr.  Hammond  remarked,  in  commencing  his  first  discourse,  that 
he  ought  to  have  given  last  night’s  meeting  to  the  pastors.  He 
would  give  all  of  them,  who  desired  it,  an  opportunity  to  speak  at 
that  meeting.  Brief  remarks  were  made  by  a  number  of  the  pastors 
present  during  the  evening.  Mr.  Miller,  who  had  taken  charge  of 
the  covenant  cards,  stated  that  nearly  fifteen  hundred  had  signed 
the  covenant  card ;  that  the  ages  of  those  who  had  signed  would 
average  seventeen  years  ;  that  of  those  who  had  signed  the  cove¬ 
nant,  who  were  more  than  seventeen  years  old,  very  few  of  them 
had  ever  been  in  the  habit  of  attending  church  ;  that  those  who 
were  under  seventeen  years,  nearly  all  of  them  had  been  in  the 
habit  of  regularly  attending  Sunday-school ;  thus  showing  that 
the  majority  of  the  people  who  have  been  converted  have  been  non¬ 
church-going  people.  Instances  of  persons  who  have  been  con¬ 
nected  with  theatres — who  have  been  drunkards — who  have  led 
dissolute  lives,  having  been  converted,  have  been  numerous  during 
the  progress  ofthe  farewell  meeting. 
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A  letter  was  read  from  Lancaster,  Pa.,  signed  by  the  leading 
clergymen  of  that  city,  and  endorsed  by  a  number  of  laymen, 
inviting  Mr.  Hammond  to  hold  a  series  of  meetings  in  that  citju 
Mr.  Hammond  was  strongly  urged  to  remain  in  Harrisburg,  at 
least  for  another  week,  but  he  decided  to  visit  other  places.  He 
hoped  that  the  pastors  who  had  labored  so  hard  with  him  would 
unite  to  hold  union  meetings. 

This  suggestion  was  acted  upon  by  the  Revival  Committee,  and 
it  was  decided  to  continue  the  meetings  during  the  following  week. 

After  the  close  of  Mr.  Hammond’s  sermon,  which  was  a  powerful 
appeal  to  young  converts  to  remain  steadfast,  the  entire  audience 
filed  past  Mr.  Hammond  and  Mr.  Bentley  on  the  platform,  and 
shook  hands  with  them  and  with  the  ministers  who  were  present. 
It  was  a  touching  scene.  Many  were  weeping  all  over  the  house. 
Mr.  Bentley  sang,  “  Shall  We  meet  beyond  the  River.” 

On  motion,  a  vote  of  thanks  were  given  to  Mr.  Bentley  by  the 
congregation  for  the  valuable  assistance  he  had  rendered  in  con¬ 
ducting  the  singing  during  the  meetings. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stevens,  the  choir  voted  to  thank  Mr.  Ham¬ 
mond  and  Mr.  Bentley  for  introducing  the  “Song  Evangel”  in 
Harrisburg. 

The  inquiry  meeting  on  Friday  evening  was  one  of  the  most 
earnest  held  in  Harrisburg.  Many  were  rejoicing  in  the  presence 
of  their  Saviour.  The  meeting  was  kept  up  until  midnight.  Many 
who  have  attended  the  meetings  here  can  testify  on  the  following 
points,  that 

1.  The  preaching  of  Christ  is  still  the  power  of  God  and  the 
wisdom  of  God.  Mr.  Hammond  has  told  over  and  over  again  the 
story  of  the  cross ;  that  has  been  the  burden  of  his  sermons,  and 
God  has  blessed  it  to  the  salvation  of  many  souls. 

2.  Prayer  and  preaching  must  be  followed  by  individual  effort. 
Christians  must  go  to  their  friends,  their  companions,  and  to  the 
strangers  who  linger  after  the  sermon,  and  try  by  gentle  admoni¬ 
tion,  or  kindly  entreaty,  emphasized  with  prayer,  to  lead  them  to 
Christ.  This  “buttonhole  work” — as  one  has  quaintly  called  it — is 
often  the  last  link  in  the  chain  of  influences  that  brings  men  to  the 
Saviour — the  link  without  which  all  the  others  would  fail,  and  the 
hearer  go  away  to  quench  the  spirit  and  to  harden  his  heart  against 
the  truth. 

3.  When  Christians  of  various  names  unite  and  go  out  of  their 
cushioned  churches  into  a  public  hall,  they  can  reach  a  class  of  per¬ 
sons  whom  they  could  have  little  hope  of  drawing  into  their  sanctu¬ 
aries.  The  unevangelized  masses  feel  at  home  in  places  where  they 
are  accustomed  to  meet,  and  the  fact  that  the  services  are  unde¬ 
nominational,  disarms  their  prejudices.  If  they  will  not  come  to 
us,  we  must  go  to  them.  We  should  go  all  together,  and  simply  in 
Christ’s  name,  if  we  would  most  effectually  reach  the  outlying  masses 
in  our  towns  and  cities. 
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4.  When  Christians  unite  to  labor  for  the  Lord,  they  should  use 
all  Scriptural  and  available  means  for  arresting  the  attention  of  the 
careless  and  the  worldly.  It  is  right  at  such  times  to  go  into  the 
streets  and  preach  the  Gospel ;  to  go  from  house  to  house  inviting 
all  to  come  and  hear ;  to  scatter  hand-bills  giving  notice  of  the  ser¬ 
vices  ;  to  advertise  them  in  the  newspapers ;  to  get  editors  to  give 
full  reports  of  the  meetings,  etc.  The  Gospel  is  aggressive.  It 
should  cry,  through  every  channel  by  which  it  can  reach  the  ears  of 
men,  “  Ho  !  every  one  that  thirsteth,  come  ye  to  the  waters.” 

5.  Judicious  and  earnest  Evangelists  are  often  God’s  chosen  in¬ 
struments  for  arousing  his  people  ;  for  uniting  and  guiding  them  in 
systematic  efforts  to  save  sinners ;  and  for  bringing  under  the  influ¬ 
ence  of  the  Gospel  those  who  neglect  its  stated  ministrations 
Hundreds  have  listened  to  Mr.  Hammond  night  after  night  who 
seldom  enter  our  churches,  and  some  of  them  have  been  brought  by 
his  preaching  and  personal  efforts  to  the  feet  of  Jesus.  We  love 
and  honor  him  as  an  able  and  faithful  minister  of  Christ.  We 
thank  God  for  sending  him  to  be  our  leader  in  this  blessed  work. 

G.  We  have  learned  not  to  call  common  anything  that  God  has 
cleansed  ;  not  to  set  up  our  tastes  or  conventional  rules  of  propriety 
in  opposition  to  the  workings  of  His  spirit.  We  have  learned  to  be 
more  catholic  and  charitable  in  our  ideas  as  to  the  means  and  meas¬ 
ures  for  interesting  men  in  the  truth.  We  have  learned,  in  a  word, 
to  honor,  to  love,  and  to  labor  with  those  who,  like  Paul,  would  “  by 
any  means  save  some.” 

I.  Sacred  music  has  great  power  in  attracting  the  masses  to  hear 
the  Gospel,  and  in  impressing  its  elementary  truths  upon  the  heart 
of  both  saint  and  sinner.  Hence,  wherever  there  are  to  be  pro¬ 
tracted  religious  services,  a  choir  should  be  specially  organized,  who 
will  lead  with  promptness  and  spirit  the  praises  of  the  congrega¬ 
tion. 

8.  A  revival  may  be  widely  extended  if  proper  means  are  em¬ 
ployed.  Let  ministers  and  Christians  from  adjacent  towns  come 
where  the  spirit  is  being  poured  out,  and  receive  a  new  baptism  for 
their  work  at  home,  and  let  companies  from  the  churches  that  the 
Lord  has  blessed  go  out,  and  publish  the  glad  tidings  in  all  the 
region  round  about.  In  this  way  the  fire  kindled  here  may  be  car¬ 
ried  to  scores  of  places.  Why  may  it  not  be  carried  up  and  down 
the  coast  from  the  Sierras  to  the  ocean  ? 
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Rev.  E.  PAYSON  HAMMOND. 


As  the  Rev.  Edward  Payson  Hammond  came  to  Harrisburg  on 
the  invitation  of  many  of  the  pastors  and  laymen  of  the  city,  it  is 
thought  best  to  give  a  brief  account  of  his  life  and  labors,  hoping 
that  it  may  interest  those  who  receive  it,  and  prepare  them  to  wel¬ 
come  him,  and  co-operate  with  him  as  far  as  they  may  have  an  op- 
portunity. 

He  is  a  native  of  Connecticut,  and  a  graduate  of  Williams  Col¬ 
lege,  Massachusetts.  After  his  graduation  he  studied  theology  for 
a  while  in  Hew  York  City;  then  went  to  the  seminary  of  the  Free 
Church,  at  Edinburgh,  Scotland.  While  a  student  at  Edinburgh, 
he  was  invited  to  hold  meetings  in  a  vacant  church,  in  a  village  six 
miles  distant.  Here  he  labored  so  earnestly  and  wisely  that  there 
was  a  great  religious  awakening ;  hundreds,  not  only  of  the  chil¬ 
dren,  but  of  men  and  women  of  that  Scottish  village,  were  con¬ 
verted.  Ministers  in  Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  Aberdeen,  and  other 
cities  heard  of  this  wonderful  revival  ;  they  recognized  in  the 
youthful  evangelist  a  man  called  of  God  to  a  special  work  ;  they  in¬ 
vited  him  to  their  pulpits  ;  they  encouraged  him  to  hold  special  ser¬ 
vices,  at  which  they  assisted  him,  in  halls  that  would  hold  immense 
audiences,  and  in  the  open  air.  Thousands  and  tens  of  thousands, 
who  never  entered  the  churches,  were  drawn  to  these  meetings,  and 
many  of  them  became  Christians.  After  laboring  thus  two  years  in 
Scotland,  going  only  where  the  ministers  and  the  churches  invited 
him  to  go,  not  setting  himself  up  as  a  leader,  but  yielding  to  the 
urgency  of  the  ablest  and  best  men  of  the  land,  that  he  should  use 
the  special  gifts  with  which  God  had  endowed  him,  in  the  special 
department  of  ministerial  work  to  which  he  was  so  manifestly 
called,  he  returned  to  his  native  land. 

Here  he  did  not  announce  himself  as  an  evangelist,  or  seek  con¬ 
spicuous  fields  of  labor  ;  but  accepted  first  the  invitations  that  came 
to  him  to  aid  ministers  in  hard  and  comparatively  obscure  local- 
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ities.  God  was  always  with  him,  as  in  Scotland.  Wherever  he  went 
the  people  thronged  to  hear  him,  and  multitudes  were  brought  to 
Christ.  After  five  years  of  evangelical  labor  in  New  England  and 
the  Middle  States,  Mr.  Hammond  again  went  abroad.  He  travelled 
in  Europe  and  in  Palestine.  He  spent  many  months  holding  meet¬ 
ings  in  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland.  He  preached  daily  for  six¬ 
teen  weeks  in  London,  to  immense  audiences,  and  part  of  the  time 
in  Spurgeon’s  Tabernacle,  which,  though  it  will  seat  6,000  persons, 
was  full  night  after  night. 

Since  Mr.  Hammond’s  return  from  Europe  the  second  time,  he 
has  been  laboring  extensively  in  the  West.  He  has  held  union 
meetings  in  scores  of  towns  and  cities,  from  Minneapolis,  in  Minne¬ 
sota,  to  Galveston,  Texas,  and  from  the  shores  of  Lake  Erie  to 
Denver,  among  the  mountains.  He  has  gone  to  none  of  these  places 
without  a  special  invitation.  Wherever  he  has  gone  the  meetings 
have  been  undenominational,  and  the  various  Evangelical  Churches 
have  been  drawn  together  in  brotherly  love  and  cordial  co-opera¬ 
tion.  In  every  place  there  have  been  numerous  conversions,  not 
only  of  the  children,  but  of  men  and  women,  not  a  few  of  whom 
had  previously  been  notoriously  wicked.  In  no  instance  has  an  un¬ 
healthy  reaction  followed  these  special  efforts,  and  the  converts, 
with  few  exceptions,  are  faithful  and  useful  members  of  the 
churches. 

One  of  the  most  successful  of  Mr.  Hammond’s  meetings  was  that 
in  St.  Louis,  last  winter.  The  largest  halls  in  the  city  wei'e 
crowded  day  after  day,  and  one  of  the  pastors  has  recently  stated 
that  over  seven  thousand  persons  were  added  to  the  churches  of  St. 
Louis,  as  the  result  of  these  special  services. 

Rev.  James  II.  Brooks,  D.  D.,  of  St.  Louis,  is  one  of  the  best 
known  and  ablest  pastors  in  that  city.  When  it  was  proposed  to 
invite  Mr.  Hammond  to  St.  Louis,  he  opposed  the  movement,  and 
for  a  week  after  the  meetings  began  he  did  not  attend.  At  length 
he  went,  and  then  wrote  to  a  friend,  in  a  letter,  we  have  been  per¬ 
mitted  to  read  and  to  make  extracts  from,  as  follows  : 

“  Without  the  slightest  resort  to  trickery,  without  the  use  of  the 
anxious  seat,  without  startling  denunciations  and  thrilling  appeals, 
but  in  the  simple  presentation  of  Gospel  Truth,  men  and  women 
all  through  the  immense  audience  were  bowed  down  under  the  bur¬ 
den  of  conscious  guilt,  and  asking  with  profound  solemnity, 
wholly  unlike  the  boisterous  emotions  of  a  spurious  revival,  ‘What 
must  we  do  to  be  saved  ?’ 

“  Since  that  evening  I  have  been  in  almost  constant  attendance, 
and  only  eternity  can  unfold  the  blessed  and  far-reaching  results  of 
those  wonderful  meetings.  Backsliders  have  been  reclaimed  by 
scores ;  children  have  sung  Hosannas  to  Him  who  loved  to  fold  the 
little  ones  in  His  arms ;  the  fallen  and  the  friendless  have  been 
freely  and  fully  forgiven,  to  the  praise  and  glory  of  God’s  sovereign 
grace,  that  delights  to  pluck  brands  from  the  burning ;  and  men 
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and  women  of  culture  and  refinement,  giving  up  the  vain  attempt  to 
establish  their  own  righteousness,  have  gratefully  submitted  them¬ 
selves  to  the  righteousness  of  God.  It  is  quite  certain  that  never 
before  in  the  history  of  St.  Louis  has  there  been  a  work  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  so  deep,  so  pervading,  or  so  promising  of  a  harvest  yet 
to  come,  and  under  God  this  work  has  been  chiefly  due  to  the  inde¬ 
fatigable  labors  of  Mr.  Hammond. 

“  None  of  the  ministers,  nor  all  of  us  together,  could  attract  such 
vast  crowds;  and  it  may  be  truly  said  of  him,  as  it  was  said  of  his 
Master:  ‘The  common  people  heard  him  gladly.’  Yet  not  only 
they,  but  all  of  every  class  and  condition,  so  far  as  I  know,  who 
have  regularly  attended  these  meetings,  have  been  drawn  more  and 
more  closely,  and  bound  more  and  more  tenderly  to  him,  and  now, 
that  he  is  taking  his  departure,  a  feeling  of  general  sadness  rests 
upon  the  Christian  community,  as  though  each  were  called  to  say 
farewell  to  a  beloved  friend. 

“  There  are  three  things  about  his  ministrations  that  have  particu¬ 
larly  attracted  my  attention  and  elicited  my  approbation.  The  first 
is  that  he  is  a  man  of  prayer.  He  seems  to  live  in  the  secret  of 
Jehovah’s  presence,  and  carries  with  him  a  sense  so  habitual  of 
the  Lord’s  nearness,  that  continually,  in  conducting  his  meetings, 
or  in  talking  with  inquirers,  he  is  constantly  darting  up  ejacula¬ 
tory  supplications  to  the  Thi’one  of  Grace.  The  second  is  the 
honor  he  puts  upon  the  Word  of  God.  Indeed  the  reading  of  the 
Scriptures,  and  his  plain  practical  comments  in  the  morning  prayer 
meetings,  have  been  more  pleasant  and  profitable  to  me  than  his 
preaching.  The  third  is  his  singular  fidelity  in  holding  up  the 
cross.  Never  once  has  he  lowered  the  standard  of  truth,  and  his 
aim  has  obviously  been,  not,  like  that  of  too  many  revivalists, 
success  and  popular  applause,  but  the  glory  of  God  in  genuine 
conversions. 


- - — o - 

WILLIAM  WARREN  BENTLEY. 


Mr.  Bentley,  who  came  with  Mr.  Hammond,  is  a  native  of 
Connecticut,  and  for  the  past  few  years  has  been  residing  in  New 
York  city,  where  he  has  been  engaged  in  conducting  the  music  in 
the  various  Sunday-school  conventions,  State  and  county.  He  is 
well  known  as  a  writer  of  Sunday-school  music  —  having  contri¬ 
buted  largely  to  the  vaifious  Sunday-school  publications  now  in 
use.  Mr.  Bentley’s  first  song,  “  Beautiful  Shore,”  was  written  by 
him  at  the  age  of  nineteen,  and  appeared  in  “  Pure  Gold.” 

His  book,  “  The  River  of  Life,”  for  Sunday-schools,  has  reached  a 
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sale  of  seventy  thousand  copies,  and  is  still  in  great  demand.  His 
last  work,  “  Royal  Songs,”  ranks  among  the  best  works  of  the 
kind  which  have  ever  been  published.  He  is  also  the  author  of 
several  popular  ballads. 

Mr.  Bentley  possesses  many  qualifications  for  the  work  in  which 
he  is  engaged.  A  fine  presence,  a  good  voice — not  powerful,  but 
sweet  and  sympathetic.  The  services  of  song  which  have  been  con¬ 
ducted  by  him  during  the  meetings  in  Harrisburg  have  been  a 
power  for  good.  The  solos  sung  by  him  have  always  produced  a 
marked  effect.  The  people  seemed  never  to  tire  of  listening  to 
the  “Ninety  and  Nine,”  “What  Shall  the  Harvest  Be  ?  ”  “  Come 
Home,  Prodigal,”  and  “  Only  Remembered,”  and  other  selections  as 
sung  by  him.  On  Friday  morning,  Dec.  24,  a  mother  arose,  and 
with  deep  emotion  said  that  Mr.  Bentley’s  rendering  of  the  “  Ninety 
and  Nine  ”  was  the  means,  in  God’s  hands,  of  leading  her  dear  boy 
to  the  Saviour. 

I  have  before  me  a  great  number  of  testimonials  of  Mr.  Bentley 
from  all  parts  of  the  country,  one  or  two  of  which  I  think  will  be  of 
great  interest  to  our  readers.  This  from  the  Long  Bro.nch  News : 

“Mr.  Editor  :  A  few  weeks  since  we  were  called  to  conduct  the  fu¬ 
neral  services  of  a  departed  sister  of  the  Fair  Haven  M.  E.  Church. 
She  had  for  a  few  late  years  been  a  devoted  and  a  consistent  Chris¬ 
tian,  and  in  a  ‘  Service  of  Song,’  held  last  summer  by  Mr.  Bentley, 
who  is  quite  well  known  or  heard  of  by  Monmouth  county  readers, 
she  was  blessed  by  song,  which  led  her  in  all  sincerity  and  empha¬ 
sis  to  charge  her  parents  to  have  him  lead  the  music  at  her  funeral. 
This,  little  thought  of  by  them,  but  decidedly  expressed  and  wished 
by  herself,  sadly  came  to  remembrance  with  double  meaning  when, 
after  a  short  illness,  she  followed  a  brother  to  the  grave.  She  was 
never  well  it  seems.  This  •world  did  not  satisfy  her  longings,  yet  she 
wras  a  singing  Christian,  always  happy  and  cheerful.  We  thought 
how  often  did  she  sing  in  sorrow,  as  sings  ‘  the  nightingale,  with  her 
heart  against  a  thorn.”  And  of  the  sorrow  left  in  that  mother’s  heart, 
what  can  I  say — a  depth  which  God  only  can  sound.  But  with  her 
wish  our  brother  was  called,  and  it  is  due  to  Mr.  Bentley  to  say  that 
on  the  occasion  he  excelled  himself.  His  rendering  of  ‘  Home  of 
the  Soul  ’  won  golden  opinions  from  all. 

“  We  were  indebted — insolvent  debtors — to  him  for  his  presence  at 
the  organ  in  the  evening,  and  the  closing  selection,  so  appropriate 
to  the  words,  ‘  Under  his  Wings,’  we  shall  long  remember  with 
happy  heart.  We  trust  his  service  of  song  may  be  abundantly  fruit¬ 
ful  in  such  results.  May  he  bear  such  melody  as  draws  the  soul 
and  wins  to  heaven.” 

Another  letter  from  the  same  paper  :  “Mr.  Editor  :  Allow  me  a 
few  lines  in  praise  of  Mr.  W.  W.  Bentley.  Joint  author  with  Mr. 
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Perkins,  of  ‘  River  of  Life,’  a  young  man  of  much  goodness  of 
heart,  and  of  considerable  promise  as  a  musician.  Music  is  to  this 
young  man  a  very  part  of  his  life.  He  plays  for  the  good  it  does,  and 
feeds  his  soul  on  its  charms.  His  devotion  is  not  spasmodic  and  ir¬ 
regular,  but  persistent  and  constant.  He  has  a  voice  of  much  com¬ 
pass,  and  withal  a  high-toned  enthusiasm,  which  have  promised  him 
a  success  and  won  for  him  a  choice  reputation.  As  a  composer  he 
must  win  attention,  as  we  have  noticed  much  of  his  music  in  our 
popular  Sunday-school  song  hooks  ‘  by  Per.  ’  in  ‘  Pure  Gold,’ 
‘Echoes  of  Zion,’  etc.;  and  in  sheet  music,  ‘When  the  Corn  is 
gently  waving,’  wrhich  is  very  pleasing  and  ranks  with  the  choice 
selections  of  even  fastidious  circles.  But  his  most  earnest  and 
praiseworthy  aim  in  all  is  to  win  the  young  life  to  Christ,  who  only 
can  take  the  poison  out  of  the  heart  and  make  it  a  beautiful  holy 
temple  built  for  God,  cheered  with  heaven,  music,  and  sunshine. 

“We  do  not  wonder  that  what  newspapers  describe  as  ‘  attentive 
and  admiring  audiences,’  welcome  him  in  his  good  work,  and  that 
‘  golden  opinions  from  all  sorts  of  people’  own  his  efforts.  Other 
gems  are  forthcoming  from  his  mind  and  pen,  which  the  public  will, 
we  hope,  grant  the  favor  of  former  songs.  Much  good  done  by  his 
songs  has  been  accomplished  under  our  immediate  notice,  and  we 
second  all  such  work  with  hearty  thanks  and  enthusiasm.  There  is 
much  of  heaven  for  such  workers  this  side  of  heaven.  Yours, 

“  Pastor. 

“  Long  Branch  News ,  March  13,  1815.” 

Mr.  Bentley  has  our  best  wishes  for  his  success,  and  we  hope  that 
he  will  be  as  successful  in  the  future  as  he  has  been  in  the  past. 


SIXGERLY  1’RESS, 
Harrisburg,  Pa. 
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PLEASE  SEND  FOR  CSUCULAR. 

Extra  Arrangements  will  be  made  for  Churches  and  Sunday-schools, 

One  of  the  Miller  Organs  was  used  by  Mr.  Wm,  Warren  Bentley, 
at  every  meeting  during  Rev.  E.  P.  Hammond’s  Four  Weeks’  Re¬ 
vival  in  Harrisburg,  and  was  pronounced  by  him  as  the  best  organ 
he  had  ever  used. 

PHILIP  GSH,MA£T,  Agent, 

At  E.  S.  German’s  Religious  Book  Store, 

28  South  Second  Street,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 


Salesman,  Prof.  F.  E.  STEVENS, 

Tuner  of  Pipe  Organs  and  Pianos. 


HORACE  B.  MITCHELL. 


I.  L.  REPPLIER. 


H.  B.  MITCHELL  &  CO.. 

DEALERS  IN 

C0ALandW00D 

Of  the  best  quality,  expressly  prepared  for  family  uses. 

Try  us  before  buying  elsewhere. 

OFFICES : 

Third  and  Chestnut, 

AND 

Third,  above  Cumberland  Sts. 
ZOLLINGER  BROS. 

HATTERS 

The  Oldest  Established  Hat  and  Cap  Store  In  the  City. 

Have  always  on  hand  the  largest  assortment  and  best 

styles. 

CALL  AT 

13  S.  Market  Square, 

HARRISBURG,  PA. 


MEILYS, 

WS&  MmmmmT  8wjmmEw9 

You  will  always  find  a 

Large  and  Varied  Assortment 

OF 

GENTS’,  BOYS,’  AND  YOUTHS’ 

Boots,  Bmoeb9 

CAITZHS,  SLIPFEES,  <Sso. 

RUBBER  BOOTS  AND  SHOES. 

BEST  MAKES. 

All  the 

LATEST  STYLES. 

Also  the  largest  and  most  complete  assortment  in  different 

widths  of 

Ladies’,  Misses’  and  Childrens’  Shoes, 

WHOLESALE  AND  RETAIL. 


A.  S.  BICKEL,  M.  D, 

Ko.  %%%  jStfeet, 


Office  Hours:  HARRTSBURG,  PA. 

9  A.  M. 

1  to  8  P.  M. 

7  P.  M. 


FRYSINGER  &  SHIFFER, 

CENTRAL  PENN'A  M,  E,  BOOK  ROOM, 

MAKE 

Sunday-School  Furnishing 

A  SPEOIAIiTlT, 

HAVE 

PLAiN  AND  FANCY  STATIONERY  IN  VARIETY, 

Blank  Books,  Chromos,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 

CALL  AND  SEE. 

No.  4.07  Market  Street, 


HARRISBURG,  PA, 


L.  KAUFFMAN, 

General  Insurance  Agent, 

No.  9  NORTH  THIRD  STREET, 

HARRSSBUS?C,  PA. 

LIFE ,  FIRE,  AND  ACCIDENT. 

Capital  Represented,  over  $20,000,000. 

Good  Insurance  at  Fair  Rates  in  Reliable  Companies, 

General  Agent  for  Central  Penn'  a  for  the 

SEW  ENGLAND  MUTUAL  LIFE  INSURANCE  COMPANY, 

The  Oldest  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company  in  the  United  States. 


B  &  M.  T.  LEWIS, 


510  INiorth  Third  Street, 

Sustain  their  reputation  by  keeping  everything  in  their  line  of 

goods,  consisting  of 
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WHICH  THEY  ARE  SELLING  EXTREMELY  LOW. 

Give  them  a  trial  and  be  convinced. 


Constantly  in  stock,  a  full  line  of 


CUBIT  ORGANS, 


ALL  KINDS  OF  MUSICAL  MERCHANDISE,  INSTRUMENTS,  IN¬ 
STRUCTION  BOOKS,  AND  SHEET  MUSIC. 

Strings  and  Trimmings  for  Stringed  Instruments, 

Artists’  and  Wax  Flower  Materials. 


Fine  Pocket  Books,  Fancy  Leather  Goods,  Pocket 
Knives,  Razors,  and  Scissors. 


PERFUMERY,  OPERA  GLASSES,  GAMES, 

Stereoscopes,  and  Stereoscopic  Views, 


STATIONERY  AND  NOVELTIES. 


l-gT3  Orders  by  mail  solicited,  and  Sheet  Music  sent  free  upon 
receipt  of  marked  price. 


THE  WORKS  THAT  HAVE  BEEN  WRITTEN  BY 


S,  f. 


Including  the 


SONG-  EVANGEL, 


Will  be  found  for  sale  at 


RELIGIOUS  BOOK  STORE 

AND 

SUNDAY-SCHOOL  BOOK  DEHSITOn, 

28  SOUTH  SECOND  STREET,  HARRISBURG,  PA., 

Where  all  Kinds  of  Sunday-school  Supplies  can  he  Found  at  Publisher's  Rates. 

PHOTOGRAPHS 

OF  A  SUPERIOR  FINISH,  AT 

LAmtMEm’N  Qm,EiMB¥» 


16  N.  THIRD  STREET, 

HARRISBURG. 


All  the  latest  styles  and  sizes  taken  at  low  prices.  Proofs  shown. 


SATISFACTION  GUARANTEED. 


